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Philbrick, Herbert Led Lives 
McGraw-Hill. Feb. 1952. 323p. $3.50. 


1940 when Herbert Philbrick was twenty-five years 
old and recently married, founded the Cambridge 
Youth Council, branch the Massachusetts Youth 
Council. extrovert nature and salesman 
trade, was widely known Baptist youth leader 
and was promptly elected chairman the Cambridge 
unit. The first few meetings convinced him that 
was only figure-head and that the Cambridge Youth 
Council was actually being run outside influences 
which were aparently Communist. Before resigning 
had the inspiration report his suspicions the 
They suggested for him continue his posi- 
tion ascertain just what was the Communist youth 
program. From that time until April, 1949, when 
was summoned appear one the government’s 
surprise witnesses against the eleven Communist leaders 
New York City, led busy and very precarious 
life. 


working hours was the assistant advertising direc- 
tor New England theater chain, his leisure hours 
worked for the Communists and reported their 
activities the F.B.I. This book tells the story his 
nine year association with Communism and American 
Communists. Most other books this nature have 
been written disillusioned 
was never deceived the true nature Communism 
and learned more and more about the deceit and 
treachery Communists rose higher the 
echelons their party. 


His not cloak-and-dagger story for entertainment 
purposes but rather detailed account Communist 
activities which was privileged witness. does 
not delve into the philosophy Communism into 
its international aspects except far international 
leaders have influenced the policy the American 
Party. confines itself the American Communist 
Party functioned New England and especially 
Boston and its environs. 


Here you will able see how Communists infiltrate 
into all sorts “front” organizations and influence, 
not dominate, their programs; how they take part 
Political campaigns, often against the express wishes 
the candidates; how they grind out mountains pro- 
Paganda literature; how they espouse every movement 
that will cause tension our country. You will 
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much amazed was Philbrick discover the variety 
people who are party members: professors leading 
universities, authors, journalists, playwrights, lawyers, 
doctors, government officials, religious leaders, business 
executives and housewives. There hardly class 
that isn’t represented. the author writes: 
Communism concerned, there one who can 
trusted. Anyone can Communist. Anyone can 
suddenly appear meeting Communist party 
member—close friend, brother, employee even em- 
ployer, leading citizen, trusted public servant 
one safe.” 


This book discloses the rigid discipline 
censorship maintained the Communist party. Com- 
rade Philbrick was spied upon and asked inform 
his fellow associates. Many the members ‘are not 
known the party their real names; their 
ship cards are frequently destroyed for security’s sake. 
Membership purposely limited select few who 
are continuously indoctrinated Marxism and the 
ever-changing party line. Often there legal way 
prove person’s adherence the party. That 
why many people like Alger Hiss, William Reming- 
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ton and others have been able deny their Com- 
munist affiliations. 


Philbrick does not favor the outlawing the Commu- 
nist Party. Such measure will only drive the mem- 
bers underground where their subversive activities will 
continue thrive. long they remain the 
open, the F.B.I. will able observe them through 
its agents. The author wisely observes “It takes experts 
fight Long harangues Congress pub- 
licity-seeking politicians, blanket condemnations 
groups such the Un-American Activities Committee 
not disturb the hard core Communism our 
country. But they fear the and the con- 
fidential information that assembles. 


There were many aspects Communism the United 
States which this reviewer never understood unti! 
read this unpretentious but revealing book. You will 
find that will take you directly into Communist 
cell, will describe who was there, what doctrine they 
discussed, what instructions they received from head- 
quarters, what plans were formulated for future action. 
The result intimate picture American Com- 
munism action. There nothing hysterical sen- 
sational Philbrick’s account but will convince you 
that Communism America real problem which 
must adequately met. every American inter- 
ested his country’s welfare this book earnestly 
recommended. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 


Cronin, Adventures Two Worlds 
McGraw-Hill. Feb. 25, 1952. 331p. $4.00. 


The doctor who wrote Hatter’s Castle, The Stars Look 
Down, The Citadel, The Keys the Kingdom, and 
five other novels and one play, has gathered together 
number previously published autobiographical remi- 
niscences, expanded and rewrought them into book 
that proves fascinating story any novel has 
written. Indeed, becomes clear that the doctor was 
gathering the stuff and material his first three novels 
all the years was doctor. 


Cronin was, tells us, (with accomplished brevity and 
skill), demobbed from the Royal Navy, after World 
War with enough pay cover his courses the 
medical school Edinburgh University, but not enough 
pay for adequate food lodging. His first year was 
struggle against hunger and cold, well against 
the studies for surgical career and must have been 
daunted, not discouraged, when one his august 
professors predicted: “You will never surgeon”. 
But earn food and shelter while studied, Cronin 
took job “clinical clerk” private asylum for 
mental patients and relates one harrowing episode 
which almost lost his life because misjudged the 
state mind one the young male patients. 
tells, too, the brief and poignant story little Rose 
Donegan, whom met Dublin slum while taking 
summer course before his final examination. Then 
adventure with smallpox board ship 
India, which had been appointed temporary 


Philbrick Cronin Greene 


ship’s doctor after his graduation from the University; 
but that the story Hasan the serang. You will 
meet Old Doctor Cameron; and Dougal Todd and his 
old mother; and the child that swallowed the squeaker, 
and Tam Douglas and Elizabeth Robb and Willie Craig 
and many another memorable person Part One. And 
you will have gone through only 136 pages. Part Two 
concerns the adventures the mining 
Tregenny and Tredegar, Wales, where you will 
meet the indomitable Nurse Davies and Evan Evans, 
and read Doctor Cronin’s desperate efforts earn 
admission the Royal College Physicians, can 
escape from the drab and meager life back-country 
mining town doctor. Part Three brings Cronin and his 
readers into the second world: London, where 
eventually becomes success physician Society, 
yet still has his adventures low well high 
ciety. Part Four the beginning authoring and the 
end doctoring and should, perhaps, set aside for 
reading separately from what has gone before, spite 
any temptation “finish through sitting”; 
because less studded with raisins anecdote, 
more thoughtful, more personal. 


least four Dr. Cronin’s novels have been made 
into successful films; certainly, there enough the 
rough-material stories make several more from 
this account his own adventures; series, may be, 
short stories similar Somerset Maugham’s delight- 
ful Quartet and Trio. 


Adventures Two Worlds is, have hinted, fas- 
cinating book; you will not want put down; and 
you will want have taken up. 


Grady, S.J., 
University Scranton 


Greene, Graham 
The Lost Childhood and Other Essays 
Viking. Feb. 18, 1952. $3.50. 


discussion the early Dickens, one the bril- 
liant essays and book reviews that make this book, 
Graham Greene speaks Dickens’ “secret prose”, 
itself with one there listen”. Only the genuine 
artist find that sort secret, that almost incom- 
municable individuality that sets off his kind, and 
whose quality indicates his degree excellence. 
presence Mr. Green’s novels detectable, and 
here again—a murmur nuances, counterpoint 
symbols for loss, the identification all objects with 
unhappiness—in these essays. But addition there 
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public prose—the Graham Greene that has been 
turning for years the English magazine press— 
critical, quizzical, and unenigmatic. 


the person Bendrix The End the Affair, Mr. 
Greene strikes out critics who would interpret him 
himself, yet the present volume has, surely 
with knowledge, collected pieces personal and critical 
which provide documentation for his interpreters. His 
Wordsworthian sense childhood’s prison shades, dis- 
cernible the novels, surely patent now. the 
reading his childhood, boys’ books and adult tales 
lurid adventure, discovers the path upon which 
his feet were set. His comment what would 
call comic-book literature shows that the themes 
melodrama its least common denominator contain 
the themes himself employs and subtilizes. “There 
are impossible escapes,” writes the weekly serials 
for boys, “impossible rescues, but one impossibility 
never happens—neither good nor evil ever finally 
beaten.” That war goes forever, comments, 
does the warfare which, correspondent fatefully 
involved, reports his novels. 


When reports other writers, does here, the 
result both further revelation Graham Greene 
and contribution, personal and incisive, his subject. 
These essays are masterpieces the art precise sim- 
plification. Take such statements these: “the world 
Henry James’ novels world treachery and 
deceit”, (James again), “He solitary the history 
Out context they may seem what their author 
scorns the “romantic larger-than-life gesture”; the 
close-knit drama his texture they come the reader 
not theory but experience. When writes James 
that had “faith man’s ability damn himself” 
the observation has double effect: validity for its sub- 
ject, and intensity that tells more about Greene 
than James. Graham Greene Mauriac, “Baron 
Corvo”, and Samuel Butler delight read. His 
cize Leon Bloy infuriate but they 
are sane and just. His “Eric Gill”, though, ungen- 
erous; Gill written off eccentric. 


Graham Greene, these essays and reviews reveal, pos- 
antic Waugh-like spirit. His capable the 
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solemn leg-pull, witness his discussion the evolu- 
tion style and thought the author the Peter 
Rabbit stories, his savage supposition that Mr. Bev- 
erly Nichols, evidenced his books, “senti- 
mental, whimsical and poetic” maiden lady. Bitingly 
humorous are his reflections the state visit George 
France and the even more regal appearance 
Louis Mayer “film lunch” London. One 
misses the pages from journal African journey 
published the first number The Mint and not else- 
where available. One conscious most all, one 
thinks the world ocean book reviews that roll 
without leaving impress image behind, that great 
many these pieces were written book reviews, and 
that, virtue prose secret and public, they remain. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 


MacMahon, Bryan Children the Rainbow 
Dutton. Feb. 29, 1952. 512p. $3.95. 


Depicting does the anachronistic survival old 
ways narrowly circumscribed portion Ireland, 
this novel danger being accorded rather skep- 
tical reception; may, first glance, seem just 
“more the same”. Readers who do, however, led 
perhaps Bryan MacMahon’s reputation writer 
short stories, read through the first chapter Chil- 
dren the Rainbow, will almost certainly the 
end the book and consider themselves abundantly 
rewarded for their efforts. 


There little said for the plot. The novel starts 
with some the doings Finn Dillon and Ches Mac- 
namara, the narrator, Cloone, isolated suburb 
town somewhere near the sea. Finn the Prince 
Cloone, possessed power from law but much 
from tradition; Ches his best friend. There field 
trial which Macnamara’s dog, with practically all 
Cloone’s money wagered it, loses; there 
“American wake”—the festivities attendant the de- 
parture emigrant; and there the most moving 
incident the book: the death childbirth one 
Cloone’s lovely young women, one who gone work 
big city and had returned pregnant and disgraced. 
The priest who denounced her from the pulpit makes 
belated but magnificently contrite appearance her 
grave. Finn Dillon eventually goes off with the 
taken and hanged; Ches named Prince Cloone 
and must decide plan action after the little 
community gutted fire. These incidents have 
organized continuity, nor are they given any the 
tenuous romance between Ches and Madcap O’Neill— 
romance which is, incidentally, complicated the 
young man’s dalliance with daughter the pale. 
The novel simply has real plot; merely seg- 
ment Irish life. Curiously, this method, which 
should suffice, not quite satisfactory. Because the 
incidents seem capable some unification the absence 
plot makes the book seem little unfinished. 


With without plot, however, Children the Rain- 
bow makes wonderfully pleasant reading. Every defect 
more than compensated for outstanding 
virtues. dialogue apt naturally allusive 


4 
ict. 
Feb. 
Oct. 
Feb. 
Nov. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
rsity 
ania 
nts; 
and 
enn- 
ight, 
b 


246 Walsh Kronenberger 


and implicative; heighten these qualities for artistic pur- 
poses and the language becomes, though not unintel- 
ligible, incredible. MacMahon’s dialogue sometimes 
such, especially the beginning the novel. Yet the 
talk has very pleasant flavor, and after the first few 
pages becomes familiar and delightful idiom be- 
cause the author has good ear. doubtful any 
people, even the Irish, are sharply perceptive the 
Clooneys are made out be; yet can forgive some 
idealization them for delight sharing their percep- 
tions. Ches has keen eye for color and his person 
MacMahon shows true gift for imagery. For one 
occasion which some peculiarity idiom disturb- 
ing there are many which the author’s language 
sings fresh, accurate, powerful way. the people 
Cloone are made little too poetic, remains true 
that their creator communicates unfeigned and dis- 
criminating gladness the colors the earth. 


Cloone narrow village with narrow ways but the 
ways lead deep into common humanity. The people 
are interesting mixture, having about them much 
that elementary and much that has been refined 
centuries tradition. MacMahon’s portrayal has every 
indication integrity and authenticity. does not 
gloss over customs which seem cruel disgusting. 
Where does strike false note, the detriment 
his people; gives some them faintly sadistic 
attitude toward sex, attitude which obviously in- 
tended have definite symbolism. The people 
Cloone are shown with their faults, and also with 
inbred civility and charity not found glossier 
and more self-satisfied communities. great 
pleasure with them for few hours. 


William Hill, S.J. 
Jesuit Novitiate, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Walsh, Maurice Son Tinker 
Lippincott. Feb. 20, 1952. 245p. $3.00. 

The present volume not substantial some the 
author’s earlier works, such The Dark Rose (1937), 
The Spanish Lady (1943), Trouble the Glen 
(1951). This publication collection short stories 
with which the author was busying his pen even while 
the full-length works mentioned above were pro- 
duction. evident, from the nine tales which com- 
prise this work, that the pen Maurice Walsh, like 
the scimitar Saladin, can work its way through 
material too light test the metal more rugged 
tools. The persistence romantic tales throughout 
the volume testifies the author’s careful cultivation 
the metier which has been successful. 


The title work taken from the opening story, 
whimsical recital the almost constant progress 
Owen Oge the tinker, the difficult 
road respectable steady employment and the arms 
his employer’s daughter. Sometimes the 
velop Americans and Scots, well natives Eire, 
does “The Fey Lady”. Sometimes there are echoes 
“Kelly and Burke and Shea” who died for old Eng- 
land from Egypt Darghai, “Butcher the 
Queen”. you like the old days British troopers, 
who imposed the will the Crown shrewd and 


Best 


gifted Irish peasants who always outwitted the foreign 
gentry, there “The Bonesetter”. incident the 
Black-and-Tan period figures “The Prudent Man”, 
but has none the harshness O’Connor’s “Guests 
the Nation”, because such sombre pictures not 
grace the pages Maurice Walsh. Yet Mr. Walsh 
can produce shocking tale occasion, and does 
Dialogue”, Browningesque monologue which 
ends with the surprising lines: kept thumb 
the blade and struck upwards. pool blood 
has stiffened near his heel fine Persian car- 


There graceful writing here, sly, glancing humor, and 
more sound insight into character than the reader 
might expect volume this kind. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence, Rhode Island 


Kronenberger, Louis Grand Right and Left 
Viking. Feb. 21, 1952. 217p. $3.00. 


Mr. Kronenberger had the basic ingredients for farce 
the “grand (doubts linger that 
extravagantly nonsensical idea enough for even 
“farce-of-manners”). But, either was bored with 
the whole thing before was halfway through de- 
veloping its possibilities, was content let his 
mild little spoof wither into conventional triangular 
maneuver. Whatever the diagnosis, the end-result 
tastelessly sugary confection, like yesterday’s me- 
ringues. 

Suppose, the author proposes, that there man who 
billionaire that gone-and-away the richest 
man the world; and that this man must bored not 
only with possessions but even with the process pos- 
sessing. has, dispel ennui, collected every sort 
collection—stamps, old masters, 
canary cages, fireside settles, all the gewgaws, whatnots 
and trash that get collected collectors. stimulate 
ephemeral interest, must start new collection; else 
sulks, sickens. His third wife—erstwhile secretary, 
competent and comely Isabel—suggests his psychia- 
trist that Gordon might, for change, collect people. 


Now that idea offers possibilities; but Mr. Kronenberger 
not, appears, the one exploit it. Joyce Cary 
might have, uproariously; but then Cary would have 
had his “hero” collect people; not personality-oddities. 
Our author has Gordon Craig, through his impeccable 
secretary-assistant charge collections, acquire one 
impoverished English Duke perennial pedigree; one 
lady, labelled witty and writer scarifying satire; 
one exquisite continental diplomat-emeritus, all man- 
ners and cosmopolitan savoir causer. This third item 
comes fully equipped with dependent cousin niece, 
elaborately beautiful young French widow the 
war. 

Our author likes this last creation much lets 
Gordon fall love with her, threaten divorce 
Isabel with paltry two hundred million dollar endow- 
ment. But Isabel clever well competent. 
all ends happily with Isabel and Gordon 
long cruise together their own ship; and the 
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widow with designs, the psychiatrist and the shop- 
worn continental are bit more frustrated than before. 


For all the elegance allusion erudition, the causerie 
the characters never seems witty said 
be; everyone seems, too, trop precieux; the “satire” 
French and British upperclass foibles food and phi- 
losophy painfully obvious, superficial. short, Mr. 
Kronenberger disappoints me; the situation appears 
too much for him cope with, although meant 
have lot fun with it. His publisher calls 
this novel”. suspect was not beat 
long enough before baking; might have been beat 


too much. 
Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Wright, Cobina Never Grew 
Prentice-Hall. Feb. 18, 1952. 316p. $3.75. 

Granted that this kind book has written all, 
Never Grew .Up entertaining and readable 
specimen the genre can found. This autobiog- 
raphy the fabulous Cobina Wright entirely book 
about personalities, from those who were most closely 
and intimately interwoven her life down the 
merest acquaintances, but well and dramatically 
done. 


The story takes through her childhood days the 
Oregon ranch and her adolescence the most strait 
laced Boston Society, her musical studies and spectacu- 
lar operatic success Europe, her marriage with 
Owen Johnson, the failure that marriage and the 
divorce which ended it. takes through her years 
France, when she entertained the troops World 
War her marriage with William May Wright and 
her position one the most dazzling New York 
hostesses during the fantastic twenties. And the 
stock market crash, the ruin this second 
her’s, her efforts make new life and build 
new career for herself and her daughter, Cobina Jr. 


All this has been public property for anyone who cared 
follow her doings the tremendous press publicity 
she received. And there are many other books which 
contain thumbnail sketches the vivid personalities 
three generations. What gives this book its merit is, 
first, real sense drama the arrangement the 
material and the writing, especially the account 
the stock market crash; and, secondly, the revela- 
tion Cobina Wright’s personality. she never hesi- 
tates put down all the compliments and the con- 
quests, she also never hesitates own her mistakes and 
faults, she sees them. She generosity itself 
going out her way recount every kindness done 
her her many friends; she says: “When 
darkest hours were upon me, say myself, Cobina, 
you still have little money, but, oh, you are rich 
friends. have known most the riches this world. 
The best are your friends.” And most striking her 
life faith and prayer. the crises her life, 
Moments great panic great grief, she steadies 
herself saying herself “Remember, you are God’s 
child”. When nothing seems right for her, she 
comes feel that may because she not sur- 
tendering herself God’s will for her, and she recalls 
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Our Lord’s words the cripple, thou 
made whole?” Perhaps she not genuinely willing 
made whole God’s way. The whole book full 
casual references her prayers. 


Not everything the book admirable; and two stories 
she tells, while they may true, are, put mildly, 
indiscreet. But good that should made 
realize that woman who has the typically “modern” 
attitude toward marriage, divorce and sex, there can 
exist such generosity, such faith, such spiritual nature. 


Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 

New York 27, New York 
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Partridge, Basil The Penningtons 
Westminster. Feb. 25, 1952. 284p. $3.00. 

There plot properly so-called The Penningtons. 
short family chronicle, few family portraits, the 
old dust blown from aged album, healthy people 
with healthy problems, good people trying make 
something and get something out life—this The 
Penningtons. 

The Dean the Cathedral (Anglican) remote 
Canadian town, Harry Pennington, draws the close 
his life not having quite “made it”. con- 
tented gentleman who has given his life God out 
the country parishes. might have risen higher 
his wife, Victoria, had been able play the politician 
little more. But such action was outside the pale 
Victoria’s temperament. She was straight-backed 
woman, honest, loyal, good—capable occasional 
black mood irrational tempest, but withal, not with- 
out sweetness. 


Just mother and dad have their problems, too, 
the children. Susan, the only girl left home, wants 
marry Terence King, but finds herself jilted later 
simply because the amiable Terence not stable 
person should be. She finds another and better 
husband her boss—a man who had made the error 
marrying slut. Constance married Robert 
Fane, prosperous lawyer Montreal, and when Philip 
leaves home because his innocent mix-up town 
scandal, the Fanes arrange for him get job and 
live boardinghouse. Philip meets the Tremblays, 
French-Canadians, and Roman Catholics. goes 
live with them boarder. There meets Fernande, 
the daughter the house, sister his good 
Jean. Later, she becomes his wife. 


Meanwhile, Margaret getting used the idea that 
she has married clergyman, the Rev. Theodore Bar- 
rington-Brooke, and her acceptance grows into affection 
and love with the help the others, B.-B. set 
the road advancement. 

Adrian, the bachelor son, lives Rochester, 
him, the whole family turns when the Dean passes 
away. takes Victoria, Susan, and young Larry 
live with him the the story unfolds, 
marries Rosamund Jackson, daughter wealthy 
gets newspaper, begins life with the knowledge 
thet dependent one—only his love for 
Rosamund. 


248 Willson Hale 


The simplicity, the country “goodness” the story 
the Pennington family can relished like apple 
plucked fresh from the tree. not store-bought. 
One may take exception the attitude divorce, but 
one could never deny the human honesty that per- 
vades every page. The Penningtons not serious 
book much pleasant one. The family should 


love it. 
Victor Yanitelli, S.J., 
Department Romance Languages, 


Fordham University, 
New York 58, New York 


Willson, Meredith Who Did What Fedalia? 
Doubleday. Feb. 1952. 218p. $2.50. 


The author has already established himself the 
musical world composer and conductor note. 
the course his rise fame via radio has not 
been unobservant the milieu which has worked, 
this, his second literary ditty, attests. 


The plot slight and unoriginal but, one presumes, 
authentic, for the author must often have witnessed the 
débacle the amateur personality whose meagre talent 
failed equal the demands for professional standing. 


The story follows the career small town would-be 
singer from its preparatory period her early teens— 
through her actual assault upon New York prove 
her ability—to the inevitable bitter climax discovery 
that hers mythical talent. this the author has 
vehicle decry the ignorance parents friends who 
would force the prospective artist, equally ignorant 
his incompetence, follow calling for which pos- 
sesses real qualifications. And affords oppor- 
tunity for criticism those who sit judgment the 
artist’s worth: producers, managers, agents, program 
directors and others the profession whose unfavor- 
able decrees, unkindly given, may break heart. 


Fedalia Parker Fort Madison, Iowa, was such 
artist. Her future had been decided upon when Red 
Parker heard his daughter singing her own accom- 
paniment auto-harp left for trial purposes 
traveling salesman. Red lived the rule division 
interest weakening” and with Fedalia’s career his 
goal inspired her brothers Jess and Ernie work 
and save with him for the great day when their sister 
would “arrive”. Fedalia, obedient child, did not 
question her talent and submitted training under 
Mrs. Wilbert, the local voice teacher, who had never 
before had pupil. 


Sufficient funds were saved last and the songbird 
went east. Red Parker’s death was almost simultaneous 
with her departure. New York Fedalia’s only offers 
employment were ribald one entertainer 
lower east side night club and the promise part 
his next show Producer Tom Gurnell exchange 
for her companionship. But, determined sing, she 
storms the audition studios ABCA, broadcasting 
centre, unceremoniously rejected Program 
Director Adelbert Wixberry. Spartan Coliss intro- 
duced here give Wixberry much required come- 
uppance and offer employment and shelter the Fort 
Madison waif under the protection his sister Flora- 
belle, florist. 
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Fedalia’s struggle for recognition continues. series 
events bring her once more within the orbit Adel- 
bert Wixberry and lead second opportunity sing 
radio. Dire are the results her off-key rendition 
routs program from the air and earns verbal Wix- 
berrian flagellation that, overheard, sends her home 
with all operatic hopes dashed. 


Who Did What Fedalia? could have any number 
answers. What Fedalia did number people was 
something else again. Certainly Wixberry was left 
reformed soul, Spartan Coliss could thank her for 
opening the doors ABCA him and his songs 
last, Aunt Bernette Broder could stop playing charades 
conceal the mental breakdown her husband 
Fedalia solves the mystery Uncle George Broder’s 
mysterious actions. Fedalia finally found niche 
Fort Madison where her brothers and Charlie Landry, 
who had always known she couldn’t sing, were happy 
welcome her. 


number incidents have obviously been inserted 
reader bait and could well have been omitted from the 
story which, aside from the fact that most characteriza- 
tions are the fatuous side, generally inoffensive 
and, spots, quite humorous. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Hale, Garth Legacy for Our Sons 
Dutton. Feb. 19, 1952. 319p. $3.00. 

Ever since the days when Defoe glorified the middle 
class virtues, and Swift excoriated abuses govern- 
ment means story-book, the novel has been 
employed frequently propaganda weapon among 
those who would never read purely academic dis- 
cussion some vexing problem. Sometimes the propa- 
gandistic intent swathed the fabric well- 
wrought narrative. other times the fictional ele- 
ments are only carelessly draped over the frame 
definite message. 


Garth Hale’s latest novel, Legacy for Our Sons, belongs 
the latter category. The story just excuse for 
the issuance various pontifical-sounding pronounce- 
ments events the current American scene. The 
novel’s hero, Harrison Day, becomes the mouthpiece 
for Garth Hale such topics free enterprise, evils 
unionism, governmental bureaucracy, the welfare 
state, and the recent mink hunt the scarcely-rural 
area Washington. 

Harrison Day, son doctor, has been fascinated 
since childhood the world railroading which lies 
close his own front door. rejects opportunity 
study medicine and instead starts lowly em- 
ployee with the Median and Southern Railroad, one 


the many “feeder” systems which connect the bigger 


transit lines. short time, under the prodding 
his father’s doubts and prospective fiancée’s attitude 
toward mere railroad “hand”, Harrison Day works 
upward, the approved Horatio Alger manner, to- 
ward better position. His marriage Helen Brice, 
the child poor family whose circumstances have 
conditioned her flee from mediocrity, accentuates 
his determination achieve success. Selfless labor and 
happy knack for producing time-saving devices mark 
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Day for bigger things. becomes the district superin- 
tendent with private railway car his own. 
obtains the three symbols executive status—a new 
home “better-class” suburb, car, and member- 
ship the local Country Club. The presidency 
Median and Southern within reaching distance. 


World War begins and Harrison’s fortunes are re- 
versed. The chaos the times penetrate the once- 
stable elements daily living. must contend with 
governmental regulations, man-power shortages, union 
troubles, and inflation economy. The latter portion 
the novel Alger reverse—with Day losing his 
ideals, his temper, and finally all worldly possessions. 
His legacy exactly nothing. 

The book poorly done. There the obvious fault, 
noted above, much preaching thinly disguised. Re- 
gardless any reader’s views controversial topics 
such railroad the closed shop, 
rent control, O.P.A., and the like, the shrill whining 
Harrison Day becomes too irritating. 


Garth Hale attempts the “poor man’s Upton 
Sinclair”, but fails carry off. The novel amaz- 
ingly amateurish its style. The author has appar- 
ently forgotten that characters need depth their 
words are mean anything against background 
contemporary history. 

Legacy for Our Sons will bore the average reader. 
too characteristic season book-publishing which 
has witnessed book and anthology 
show-business anecdotes reach best-seller proportions 
ahead the supposed belle-lettres 1952! 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Field, Alice Evans 
Hollywood, U.S.A., from Script Screen 
Vantage Press. Feb. 18, 1952. 256p. $3.50. 


Mrs. Field has been busy with motion pictures for 
nearly twenty years, beginning associate Mrs. 
Thomas Winter, (in 1930), representing national 
women’s organizations Hollywood. Mrs. Field suc- 
ceeded Mrs. Winter director this work 1942 
and continued this position until 1949. 1942- 
1943 she gave series radio broadcasts describing 
production and also began editing weekly bul- 
letin, What’s Happening Hollywood, which was 
mailed 20,000 libraries, schools and clubs across the 
United States for seven years. 


Out her years observation and familiarity with 
the process “making pictures”, Mrs. Field has written 
book which Mr. Will Hays, his introduction, 
describes intended tell how motion picture 
made and succeeding doing just that. “Few 
books,” says, “on motion pictures, written for the 
general public (are) clearer purpose fewer still 
fulfilled their purpose well.” Hollywood, 
U.S.A. lives its title describing, briefly and 
simply, what has done make feature-length 
from the story-idea and treatment, through the 
various script stages, into production—with its myriad 
details administration and management, casting, 
costuming, scene design and construction, camera and 
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sound recording, cutting, editing, scoring, promotion. 
Written easy style, will inform and impress 
the clubwomen Mrs. long represented, and 
will valuable addition all libraries, handy 
reference book, “introduction film making” 
industry art both. 


Castro, Josue The Geography Hunger 
Little, Brown. Feb. 28, 1952. 312p. $4.50. 


Here book food and population interest 
the sociologist, biologist, statesman, economist and ordi- 
nary citizen. The author, South American, divides 
his book into three parts. the first part discusses 
the and gamut hunger. part two traces 
the course hunger the New World, Asia, Africa 
and Europe. part three discusses the advances 
against hunger and the geography abundance. 

well documented book which meets all the re- 
quirements scholarly and scientific effort. 


Dr. Castro holds that mass hunger, which defines 
the lack any food necessary maintain health, 
affects two-thirds the world’s population and that 
not natural phenomenon but man made plague. 


advances concept which direct contradiction 
that previously advanced Malthus, Cook, Vogt, 
al. holds that malnutrition factor leading 
overpopulation, that hunger not the effect 
overpopulation but rather its cause. 

Castro points out that there are billion acres 
arable land the world which can exploited agri- 
culturally our present techniques, but are culti- 
vating less than billion these acres present. 
From this concludes that hunger does not result 
from any law stinginess nature. His added con- 
clusion that hunger still problem, not produc- 
tion, but distribution. 


lashes the Neo-Malthusians for holding that man- 
kind condemned perish universal famine be- 
cause its inadequately controlled birth rate they 
are simply blaming the hungry because they are hungry, 
theirs the crime hunger and they starve 
because they were born starve Lombroso said the 
criminal kills and robs because was born so. 


Dr. Castro shows how even present food production 
rates various soils could appreciably increased 
fertilizers, and insecticides (witness wartime England) 
and the halting man created soil erosion which 
destructive unlike natural erosion which bene- 
ficial geological process inherent the evolution 
soils. addition the author clearly denies geographic 
determinism and holds that man with his creative and 
inventive techniques well able loose himself from 
the limits nature and the concepts ecological 
determinism. 

Dr. Castro states that simply retard the birth rate 
would only diminish food production and thus increase 
starvation. holds that increased health sure 
lead greater food production. 


The author traces the development scurvy, beriberi 
and other diseases and demonstrates how they are re- 
lated vitamin deficiencies. then takes specific 
couhtries and shows the relationship between nutri- 
tional and mineral deficiencies and disease, deformity 


a 
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and death. Furthermore, such deficiencies lead 
physical debility which lowers the efficiencies the 
individual food production. Over and above this 
shows that the birth rates are highest where the 
food consumption the poorest. His experiments with 
animals demonstrated that high protein intake leads 
high percentage sterility, and shows that there 
correlationship between protein intake and birth rates. 
While acknowledging the presence cultural and 
economic factors the birth rate, points out that 
Formosa with average protein intake 4.7 grams 
per capita per day has birth rate 45.6 while 
Sweden with intake 62.6 has birth rate 15. 
The closing paragraphs the book sets the whole 
tone. “The road world survival therefore, does not 
lie the neo-Malthusian prescriptions eliminate 
surplus people, nor birth control, but the effort 
make everybody the face the earth productive. 
Hunger and misery are not caused the presence 
too many people the world, but rather having 
few produce and many feed. The neo-Malthusian 
doctrine which preaches that the weak and the sick 
should left die—and which even suggests that 
medical and sanitary resources should not made 
available the more miserable populations—such poli- 
cies merely reflect the mean and egotistical sentiments 
people living well, terrified the disquieting pres- 
ence those who are living badly. These defeatist 
and disintegrative conceptions cannot show the road 
survival, but only the road perdition.” 
The boek presents welcome optimism, based objec- 
tive analysis, after rash latter day prophets 
doom. 
Recommended all adult readers. 

John Baldi, 

Acting Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Myers, Carmel Don’t Think About 
Doubleday. Feb. 1952. 60p. $1.50. 

The author after the loss her husband whom 
she was deeply attached found extremely difficult 
readapt herself. She had even lost all desire live. 
mere accident she found new philosophy life 
which crystalized the title the book: “Don’t 
think about it”. She then began set small clubs 
whose membership was limited maximum seven 
and whose sole purpose was help individuals who 
had suffered great loss. Members could call upon 
each other any time, day night, whenever they 
felt that the burden was too heavy for the moment. 
Thus many instances the author claims that tragedy 
was turned into triumph. 

the jacket stated that “while this philosophy 
strongly inspirational does not conflict with any 
school religion”. The author states “Our idea 
help people who far they can determine, 
are way responsible for their tragedy. Call what 
happend act God you will. Our aim 
teach ourselves and others close the book that 
one loss and turn new interests, new environments, 
new horizons.” (The only time God mention-d 


within the book.) True, within these sixty pages there 


Best 


nothing conflicting with Catholic tenets, yet Cath- 
olic knows that within prayer and through prayer God 
there help will permit him so, and 
His help greater value than that human 


beings. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Gaskin, Moira Heaven Knows Where 
Crowell. Feb. 25, 1952. 244p. $3.00. 


Heaven only knows why the dust jacket this book 
states that romantic novel about young doctor 
and the hospital served”. This statement one- 
third true—in the sense that the hero the story does 
seem one young doctor the name Philip 
Gates. fact, this certainty. for the hospital, 
however, present only the mistiest element the 
rather foggy background. And, for the romance, 
involves the marital and extra-marital trials and tribu- 
lations four people who, taken together, constitute 
two husbands, two wives, and four lovers. They are 
“modern” and “intelligent” their endeavors adjust 
their emotional difficulties; Philip, for instance, allows 
his wife indulge little amatory excursion with 
Another Man test her “love” for him. When 
the excursion turns out sojourn (she 
make her mind, you see; her sense taste coarse), 
Philip turns for consolation Another Serves 
everybody right. Louise Tarrent and Roderick Catter- 
son and Harriet Gates (nice names) share the dubious 
honor completing the implausible cast this hodge- 
podge nothingness. This book might prove valuable 
anyone search further definition romance. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Meigs, Elizabeth The Crusade and the Cup 
Dutton. Feb. 150p. $2.50. 

This tale, high romantic vein, Richard 
Plantagenet’s Crusade wherein are limned quite briefly 
the major events with somewhat the same interpreta- 
tion Sir Walter Scott’s Talisman, showing Richard 
hero, Philip and Leopold villains. the best 
traditions chivalry Sir Patrick O’Neill has taken the 
Cross hope that might find the Holy Grail and 
thereby gain the boon restored vision for his blind 
brother Alain. Both serve close Richard; Patrick 
knight, Alain fellow troubador Blondel. 
Syria they rescue Assad-ed-din, Saladin’s cousin and 
ambassador Richard, from mob vengeance-bent 
Crusaders. Following the French and Austrian de- 
parture, the retreat from the victory Arsouf and the 
truce between Richard and Saladin, Assad shows the 
brothers the road Sarras where they visit with 
mysterious pair, presumably Christ and His Mother, 
see the Holy Grail and awake next morning 
dead village with Alain’s sight restored. This last chap- 
ter the book plea for universal brotherhood 
since Christians, Jews and Mohammedans worship the 
same one God. The story seems slanted speci- 
fically for juvenile consumption and seems suitable for 
that class reader. 
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